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P art  of  t he  Nottinghamshire Local  Offe r  f or  Le arne rs  wit h SEND  &  Este em Multi -
Acade my Trust  

At Brack en Hi l l  Sc hool  we  are  c ommitte d to work ing toge the r  with all  members  of  
our  sc hool  c ommunity  to  provide  the  bes t  opportunit ies  for  our  pupils.  Our aim is  
that  al l  pupi ls  achie ve  the ir  be s t,  become  c onfide nt  indiv iduals  l iving ful f i l l ing l ives  
as  in de pe nde ntly as  possible  and make  a  suc cess ful  t rans ition into adulthood.  

 

What  t ype s of  SEN d o we  provide  f or?  

Bracke n H il l  Sc hool  is  a  ge ne ric Special  Sc hool  c ate ring for  young pe ople  f rom FS 2 
to Ye ar  13 (ages  4 –18 ye ars ).  

Our pupils  have  a  wide  range  of  nee ds  inc luding:  

• Se ns ory  and/or  physic al  ne eds  
• Soc ial,  emotional  and me ntal  he alth di f f ic ulties  
• Cognit ion and le arning  
• Communication and inte rac tion  

 

How d o we  id ent ify  SEND ?  

A c hild  or  young pers on has  SE ND  i f  the y have  a  le arning di f f ic ulty  or  disabil i ty  
whic h cal ls  for  s pec ial  e duc ational  provis ion to be made  for  the m.  A chi ld  of  
c ompulsory  sc hool  age  or  a  young pe rson has  a le arning dif f iculty  or  disabi l ity  i f  
the y:  

• Have a  s igni f ic antly  greate r dif f iculty in  le arning than the  majori ty  of  othe rs of  the  
s ame  age.  

or  

• Have a  dis abi l i ty  whic h prevents  or  hinde rs  the m from making use  of  educational  
faci l i t ies  of  a  kind ge ne rally  provided for  othe rs  of  the  same  age  in  mains tream 
nurs e rie s,  mainstream schools  or  mains tre am post -16 ins ti tutions.  

Al l  pupi ls  atte nding Bracke n H il l  Sc hool  have  an E ducation,  H ealth and Care  Plan 
(EH CP) whic h ide nti f ies  their  s pec ial  educ ational  nee ds  and the  provision required 
to support  the m.  

 

Who is  our special  ed ucat ional  needs  co -ordinat or  (SENCO ) and  how can s he  be  
cont act ed?  
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Bracke n H il l  Sc hool  Ass is tant  H eadte ac he r/SEN Co is  Kate Aus tin.  S he  c an be 
c ontac te d via  the  main sc hool  off ic e  on 01623 477268 or by  email  at  
k aus tin@brac kenhil l . notts.sc h. uk .  

 

What  is  our ap proach t o te aching p up ils  wit h SEN?  

We  organise  our  c lasses  by Ke y S tage  and P athway.  P upils  are  groupe d according 
to  abi l i ty,  le arning s tyle  and support  ne eds ,  enabl ing appropriate  s taff ing leve ls  
and pe rs onalised approac hes  to le arning.  

Teache rs  use  a  wide  range  of  s trate gies  to  support  acce ss  to the curriculum,  
inc luding:  

• Pe rs onalise d Li terac y and Nume rac y Inte rventions  –  Mas te ring Numbe r,  S witc h -
On,  Twink l  phonics   

• Soc ial  and E motional  Learning Inte rve ntions  –  Le go therapy,  Fore st  School  
• S tude nt Support  and We llbe ing Offer  –ELS A,  D rawing and Talk ing,  Play therapy,  
CASY c ounse l l ing.  
• Vis ual  t ime tables and works tat ions  
• iP ads,  laptops  and alte rnative  tec hnological  de vice s  
• P osit ive  be haviour  re wards  sys te ms  
• Mak aton  
• Alte rnative  communication s ys te ms (AAC) and objec ts  of  re fe re nce  
• Se ns ory  inte grat ion programmes  and se ns ory  die ts  
• S truc tured and P rec ision Teac hing  
• Inte nsive  Inte rac tion  
• Educ ational  v is its  and D uke  of  Edinburgh Award  
• Community -bas ed le arning,  inc luding c ol le ge place me nts,  e nte rprise  projec ts,  
t ravel  t raining and s tude nt  e nte rprise.   
• Se lf -re gulation approac hes  s uch as  Z ones  of  Re gulation  
• Atte ntion Autis m  

 

How d o we  ad apt  the  curriculum and  le arning environme nt?  

Our c urric ulum is  des igne d to promote learning and pre pare  pupi ls  for  the  next  
s tages  of  the ir  l ives.  At  all  age s the re  is  an e mphas is  on de ve loping inde pe nde nce.  
P e rs onal,  S ocial  and He alth E duc ation,  inc luding c aree rs  e duc ation,  is  cons ide re d 
a  core  subj ec t  alongs ide English,  Maths  and Sc ie nce.  

The  s chool  is  purpose -buil t  to  mee t  the  nee ds  of  pupils  with  SE ND.  Faci l i t ies 
inc lude  hygie ne  rooms,  two sensory  

mailto:kaustin@brackenhill.notts.sch.uk
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rooms,  adaptive  IT  e quipment,  outdoor rec reation are as,  Multi -Use  Games  Are a 
and a  se ns ory garde n.   

Inc lusive  le arning is  ce ntral  to  our  e thos  through promoting succ ess  and belonging.  
Opportunit ies  include:  

• Duk e  of  E dinburgh Award Sc he me  
• Res ide ntial  vis i ts,  voluntee ring and c amping e xpe rie nces  
• Fores t  schools  and se ns ory  swimming  
• Educ ational  v is its  and res idential  opportunities   
• A  fully  access ible s ports  hall   

Work  e xpe rienc e  opportunitie s include  R umbles  c afé,  Las hes  and S am’s  P lace  as  
we ll  as  place me nts within  the  school-based Café.    

P upi ls  aged 14 –18 fol low national ly  rec ognise d c ourses  and quali f ic ations  
inc luding E ntry  Le ve l  Ce rti f icate s,  Le ve l  1  and 2  quali f icat ions.  P upi ls  within 
the  E xplore r  pathway  fol low ASD AN  Transition Challenge and Towards  
Inde pe nde nce.  S tude nts  in  Adve nture rs  and P ionee rs  fol low ASD AN  Pe rsonal  
De velopment Plan.  AQA unit  awards  c re dit  le arning in  scie nce  and R E.   

Al l  Ye ar  10 and 11  s tude nts  atte nd  ATTFE  and The  Ac re  for  vocational  le arning in  
c hi ldcare,  cate ring  and c ons truc tion.  Ye ar  12 and 13 s tude nts  e ngage  in  Young 
E nte rpris e.  Qual i f icat ions  in  trans fe rable ski l ls  suc h as  le ade rs hip and f i rs t  a id  are  
de live re d in  sc hool.  Al l  subjec ts  are  al igne d with  loc al  LMI.   

 

How d o we  cons ult  p arents  of  p up ils  wit h SEN and  involve  t hem in t heir  child’s  
ed ucat ion?  

The  s ucce ss  of  our  pupi ls  re l ies  on s trong l ink s  be twe en sc hool  s taff,  gove rnors,  
t rustees,  pupils,  pare nts /care rs  and othe r  profe ssionals.  

P are nts  and c are rs  c an be  involved through:  

• Daily  home -school  c ommunication v ia  se esaw app  
• Te le phone  c ontact  and appointme nts with s taff  
• P rogress  E ve nings  twice  eac h ye ar  
• Annual  E HCP  re vie ws  

The  s chool  als o provides  pare nt information e ve nts  through the Des ignate d 
S afe guarding Lead and Community  L iaison,  e nabl ing famil ie s to  access  information 
about loc al  SE ND  se rvices.  

 



 
 
 

 

 
SEND Report 

25-26  

| 5 

How d o we  cons ult  p upils  with SEN and  involve  the m in t heir  ed ucation?  

P upi ls  are involve d in  their  educ ation through:  

• P rogress  E ve nings  
• Daily  focus ed le arning less ons  
• Individual  caree rs  me etings  during transition ye ars  and P os t -16 
• Contributing v ie ws  to EH CP  Annual  Re views  and atte nding whe re appropriate  
• Pe rs onal  Learning P lans  and Trans ition Plans  
 

How d o we  assess  and  re view p up ils’  p rogress  t oward s t heir  out comes?  

P upi l  progres s is  monitore d in  a  varie ty  of  ways .  

S hort- te rm targe ts  and outc omes  from Annual  Re views  are  monitore d by te ac he rs  
through Individual  E duc ation P lans  ( IEPs )  and recorde d eac h te rm.  These  outc omes  
are  re viewed annual ly  through the  E H CP  process .  

The  SEN Co and Se nior  Le ade rs hip Te am ove rsee  this  proce ss.  S tandards  are  
maintained through mode ration ac tivi t ies  within  sc hool  and with othe r  loc al  
s pec ial  sc hools  and Es tee m Multi -Ac ade my Trus t schools.  P upi l  work  is  re gularly  
re vie wed to e nsure  le arning  is  c hal le nging,  rele vant and acce ssible.  

 

How d o we  s upp ort  p up ils  wit h transitions  and  prep arat ion f or  ad ult hood ? 

P reparing pupi ls  for  future  s tages  of  l i fe  is  a  k ey prior i ty.  This  inc ludes  transit ions  
be twee n class es,  te ac he rs,  Post -16 provis ion,  c olle ges,  training provide rs  and 
e mployme nt.  

The  s chool  works  closely  with pupi ls,  famil ies  and e xte rnal  provide rs  to  e nsure  
s uccess ful  t ransitions.  During the  s umme r te rm,  pupi ls  part icipate  in  a  range  of  
transition activi t ies to  support  move me nt be twee n class es  and ye ar  groups.  

P reparation for  adulthood be gins  in  Year  9  through disc uss ions  during EH CP  
re vie ws  about  future  as pirations.  From Year  10 onwards  pupils  explore  future 
se tt ings  and opportunities  with s upport  f rom S taffords hire  Caree rs  Se rvice .  

 

How d o we  s upp ort  p up ils  wit h SEN to improve the ir  e motional  and  s ocial  
de vel opment ?  

P upi l  we l lbeing is  an important  part  of  le arning and de ve lopme nt.  
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The  s chool  has  traine d ELS A prac ti t ione rs  and acces s to the  Es te e m Family  and 
S tude nt  S upport  Team.  Additional  s upport  may be acc esse d through the  Me ntal  
H ealth Support  Team or  CAMHS  whe re  re quire d.  

S upport  includes:  

• Pe rs onal,  S oc ial  and H ealth Education les sons  and asse mblies  
• S truc tured s upport  during bre ak  and lunc htime  ac tivi t ies  
• E motion Coac hing and positive  reinforce me nt  
• S mall  c lass  s izes  
• Community -bas ed le arning opportunit ies  
• Ass ess me nts  of  social  and e motional  ne eds  
• Zone s of  Re gulation res ource s  in  class rooms  
• PSHE - the me d asse mblies  
• Le go The rapy and s ocial  ski l ls  groups  
• Res ide ntial  opportunit ies  to  de velop inde pe ndenc e  and s ocial  sk i l ls  

 

How d o we  invol ve other  organis ations  in  meet ing t he  needs  of  p up ils  wit h SEN 
and  s up p ort ing the ir  f amilies?  

The  s chool  works  with a  range  of  profess ionals  to  me e t pupils ’  nee ds.  The se 
inc lude:  

• Speec h and Language  The rapy  
• Phys iothe rapy  
• Occ upational  Therapy  
• School Nurs e  
• Community  P ae diatr ic ian  
• Chi ldre n’s  Dis abil i ty  S ocial  Work  Team  
• Educ ational  Ps ychologist  
• Vis ual  and He aring Impairme nt S upport  Se rvic es  
• Me ntal  H ealth Support  Team in  S chools  
• Chi ld  and Adole sce nt  Mental  He alth Se rvices  (CAMHS )  
• Die t ician  
• Epilepsy and D iabe te s  Nurs ing Te ams  
• Community  Le arning D is abil i ty  Te am  
• Es tee m Family and S tude nt  Support  Team (FASST)  

Addit ional  spe cial is t  s upport  can be  acce sse d whe re require d.  
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Who can young peopl e and  p are nts  contact  if  t he y have a query or  concern?  

The  s ucce ss  of  our  pupi ls  re l ies  on s trong partne rs hips  be twee n s taff,  gove rnors,  
t rustees,  pupils,  pare nts /care rs  and othe r  profe ssionals.  We  c ontinual ly  re vie w 
and de ve lop our  prac tic e and we lc ome  fee dback  to improve  our  provision.  

 

 

For  ques tions  re garding the  Nott inghams hire Loc al  Offe r  or  Es te em Multi -Acade my 
Trus t  offe r,  ple ase  c ontac t:  

• Gare th Alle n,  E xec utive  He adte ache r  
• Kate  Aus tin,  Assis tant  He adte ac he r /  SEN Co  

Furthe r  information about  the  N ottinghamshire  Local  Offer  is  avai lable  on the  
N ottinghams hire  Loc al  Offe r  website.  

This  SEND  Information Re port  is  re viewe d and update d annual ly.  


